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Spring is a season that reminds us
of the power of new beginnings. As
the days grow longer and the world
around us begins to bloom, we are
reminded that renewal and hope
are always possible—even after the
most difficult seasons.

At Family Promise of Cowlitz Coun-
ty, that spirit of renewal is at the
heart of everything we do. Each
year brings new opportunities to
serve more families, strengthen
our programs, and deepen the sup-
port we provide to parents and
children facing housing instability.
Every family we
walk alongside
carries a story of
resilience, cour-
age, and deter-
mination to build
a better future.

This spring, we are especially excit-
ed to celebrate an important mile-
stone: the opening of our 5th
Fam ily Room . Each Family Room
represents a safe and welcoming
space where families can find sta-
bility, connect with resources, and
take meaningful steps toward per-
manent housing. Expanding to a
fifth location means we can reach
even more families in our commu-
nity who need support and encour-
agement during challenging times.

We are also inviting churches and
other members of our community
to take part in making this room
into a welcoming space for a family
coming in from homelessness to
feel safe and comfortable. Would
you like to decorate? Paint a mu-
ral? Add some decorations? Add
an "in honor of" plaque? We wel-
come the opportunity to partner

with you. Dedications are a spe-
cial way to honor a loved one,
celebrate a group or business, or
simply show your commitment to
helping families in Cowlitz County
find stability and hope.

None of this work would be possi-
ble without the generosity and
commitment of our incredible vol-
unteers, donors, community part-
ners, and supporters. Your belief
in our mission allows us to con-
tinue growing and creating new
pathways to stability for families
across our community.

As we embrace this new season,
I invite you to
continue being
part of this im-
portant work.
Together, we
can ensure that
more families

have the opportunity to experi-
ence hope, stability, and a place
to call home.

Thank you for standing with Fam-
ily Promise and the families we
serve.

With gratitude,

At Fam ily Prom ise of Cow lit z
County, that spir i t of renew al
is at the heart of everyth ing

w e do.
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hard and refuse to give up, and they were proud of
her.

Now Megan is taking the next step toward her
dream by starting nursing school. Inspired by the
care and kindness she experienced during her own
challenges,
she hopes to
one day help
others in the
same way.

Graduating
from Family
Promise and
moving into
their own
apartment is
more than
just a new
home—it rep-
resents
strength, de-
termination,
and hope. For
Megan and
her boys, it’s
proof that with hard work and support, a brighter
future is possible.

Their journey reminds us that with support, resili-
ence, and hope, amazing things are possible. Being
part of Megan and her boys’ story has made this
outcome even more meaningful, and we cannot wait
to see all the wonderful things their future holds.
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Megan stood in the doorway of her new apartment,
holding the keys while her boys ran excitedly from room
to room. Their laughter echoed through the empty
space as they imagined where their beds and toys would
go. To them it was a fun adventure, but to Megan it

meant so much more. It was
the start of a new chapter for
their family.

Not long ago, life had been
uncertain. With the support of
Family Promise of Cowlitz
County, Megan and her boys
found stability, encourage-
ment, and a community that
believed in them during a
diffi cult time. While working
hard to rebuild their future,
Megan set an important goal
for herself—finishing her high
school diploma.

Balancing school, parenting,
and everyday responsibilities wasn’t easy. Many nights
Megan studied after her boys had fallen asleep, deter-
mined to create a better future for her family. When she
finally completed her diploma, her sons were her big-
gest cheerleaders. They had watched their mom work
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Comm unit y Corner

ONLINE GIVI NG DAY

Apr i l 26-27 Link to com e

Support families in Cowlitz County by making a gift during
our online Giving Day. Every donation helps provide safe
spaces, resources, and support for parents and children
working toward stability and independence.

Match ing Chal lenge!
The Mission Board of Emmanuel Lutheran
Church is generously offering a $3,000
matching chal lenge dur ing this event.
That means your gif t can DOUBLE in im -
pact until the match is met!
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We can always use the following items

in our shelter:

• AA lithium batteries • Slippers

• Blankets • Trash bags

• Hygiene Products • Toilet Paper

• Laundry Soap • Ziplock bags (all sizes)

• Paper towels • Full size sheets

• PostageStamps • 11x17 paper reams

If you would like to donate, scan the code, below, to
go to our Amazon Wish List page and place your

order. Or, go to the link: https:/ / a.co/bIGojXB. You

can also call the of-
fice at 360-703-3131
or email Jamie at:
office@fpcowlitz.org.

New Rapid I nt ake Quest ionnaire

A let ter f rom our in-house single m om w ho in 6
w eeks has found the w ay and is graduat ing in to
perm anent hous ing! She has 4 ch i ld ren, under
9, and is doing i t on her ow n. She is an inspira-
t ion and rem inds us of the pow er of th is p la t -
for m .

"When my four kids and I left Oregon and moved to
Washington, we had no idea where we were going to
go or what was going to happen next. It was one of
the most uncertain and diffi cult moments of our lives.
Then Family Promise reached out and gave us a
place to land, and that changed everything for us.

From the moment we arrived, we were welcomed
with kindness, compassion, and understanding. You
didn’t just give us a room but a sense of safety, sta-
bility, and hope during a time when we needed it the
most. Every staff member has gone out of their way
to make sure we have what we need and that we
were comfortable.

My kids feel safe here. They are happy here. As a
mother, that means more to me than words can real-
ly explain. After everything we have been through,
being in an environment where we feel supported
and cared about has made such a huge difference in

our healing and in our ability to start rebuilding our
lives.

Family Promise has been more than just a program
to us — it has truly felt like a community full of peo-
ple who genuinely care.

Thank you for
opening your
doors to us, for
treating us with
dignity and re-
spect, and for re-
minding us that
there are still peo-
ple in the world
who truly want to
help others suc-
ceed. My children
and I will always
be grateful for the
kindness you have
shown us. We tru-
ly appreciate all of
you so much."

From Tammy K

New: Onl ine Rapid In take Quest ionna i re for Fam i -
l ies in Need

FPCCis pleased to announce a new Online Rapid In-
t ake Quest ionn air e designed to help us connect with
families in need more quickly. This new tool allows indi-
viduals and families seeking shelter or assistance to be
added to our waitlist faster than ever before.

If you or someone you know is in need of support,
please follow these simple steps:

1. Visit w ww .fpcow lit z.org
2. Click the blue link that says “Look ing for help?
Cl ick here.”
3. Complete the onl ine quest ionnaire

Once the questionnaire is submitted, families will
be added t o our w ait l ist im m ediat ely for shelter or
assistance.

We encourage community members, partners, and sup-
porters to share t his resource so that those who need
help can access services as quickly as possible.
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At Family Promise of
Cowlitz County, we are
blessed to be surround-
ed by people whose
hearts for service shine
brightly through every-
thing they do. Among
them, Richard stands
out as a steadfast pillar
of compassion, creativi-
ty, and commitment.

For years, Richard has
poured his time, energy,
and care into our mis-
sion—especially through
his work on our newslet-

ter and countless events that bring our community to-
gether. His thoughtful words and tireless efforts have
helped tell our story, celebrate our families, and keep
our supporters connected to the heart of our ministry.

Even while facing challenges with his health, Richard’s
spirit of dedication has never wavered. His kindness,
humor, and faith continue to inspire us all. He shows
us what it truly means to serve with a joyful heart,
even in diffi cult times.

Richard, we want you to know how deeply you are ap-
preciated and loved. Your hard work has touched lives,
lifted spirits, and strengthened our community in ways
beyond measure. As you focus on your healing, please
remember that you are surrounded by a family that is
lifting you in prayer and cheering you on every step of
the way.

Thank you, Richard, for being such a vital part of the
Family Promise family. Your light continues to guide
and inspire us all.

With love and gratitude,

Your Family at Family Promise of Cowlitz County

Financia l Updat e
2025 F inanc ia ls

2025 Annual Budget:
$164 ,200 .00

2025 Contributions:
$250 ,259 .57

2025 Avg. Monthly Contribution:
$20,854.96

2025 Volunteer hours:
1374 hours

A Heart fel t Appreciat ion for Richard

2026 th rough February 28 th

2026 Annual Budget:
$183 ,231 .00

2026 Contributions to date:
$21 ,428 .75

2026 Avg. monthly contributions:
$10 ,714 .38

2026 Volunteer hours reported:
220 hours



(Donorshighlighted in yellow participate in the100 for 100Sustainability Fundraiser)

I n-Kind Contributions
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Timothy O'Farrell
SuzyKing

Lois Brudi-Conrad
JackieKeloer
Clarissa Keele

In Honor of:
Marlin and Dorothy Nelson and
Keith and Erika Abraham

by Marlene Herget

In Memory of:
Lois Brudi-Conrad
From her Family

Special Donations

George and Mildred Robertson



At Your Service
Board of Direct ors

Dan Frei President
Marsha Treadway Vice-President
Trudi Gross Secretary
Summer Bailey Treasurer

At-Large
Lauri Harris At-Large
Jim Johnston At-Large
Ron Naff At-Large
Steve Pond, Sr. At -Large
Lavonne Rodgers At-Large
Karl Salzsieder At-Large

Family Cent er Staff
Sara Wallace Executive Director
Jamie Craig Office Manager
Jovan Tyler Case Manager

Email New slett er Edit or : Steve Sheridan
Print Newslett er Editor : Richard Shuren

Family Center Address
215 Academy Street 2nd Floor, Kelso, WA 98626

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1152, Kelso, WA 98626

Family Center Hours
Monday through Friday, by appointment only

Family Center Office Phone
360-703-3131

Visit our website at:

www.fpcowlitz.org (Cowlitz County)
www.familypromise.org (National Organization)

Find us on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/FamilyPromiseCowlitzCounty

Copyright © 2026 Family Promise of Cowlitz
County (All Rights Reserved.)

Family Promise of
Cowlitz County

proudly supports:

P.O.Box1152
Kelso,WA98626

Position Open


